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Glomerella leaf spot and bitter rot, caused by species of the fungus Colletotrichum are
increasingly resulting in devastating losses in humid apple production regions of the United
States. In recent years, average annual crop losses have exceeded 25% (100% loss on susceptible
cultivars) due to the onset of Glomerella leaf spot and bitter rot during the pre- and postharvest periods. These losses have amounted to individual grower losses of up to $250,000
annually due to complete crop loss or downgraded fruit due to poor quality. Symptoms of the
disease may appear as early as four days after an infection event and progress rapidly. Leaf
spots initially appear as small red to purple colored specks, which develop into asymmetrical,
light tan, concentric lesions. As the disease progresses, infected leaves become chlorotic, and
under high disease pressure prematurely defoliate. The fruit rot stage of the disease is initially
characterized by small, sunken black/brown spots that expand into concentric rots just prior
to or following harvest. This presentation will provide a discussion of Glomerella leaf spot and
bitter rot symptom recognition, recognizing conditions favorable for infection and disease
development, and developing fungicide programs for disease management.
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